Ray Files Petition For A New Trial 


James Earl Ray, who pleaded guilty to 
murdering Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in 
196S but has been trying to change his plea 
ever since, yesterday filed another peti- 
tion for a new trial in Criminal Court. 

The petition, filed by Mark Lane and 
Charles Galbreath, his attorneys; contends 
that Ray is entitled to a new trial because 
the trial judge in his case, W. Preston Bat- 
tle, died before hearing a motion for a new 
trial. 

The petition also declared the convic- 
tion is flawed because no degree of mur- 
der — first or second — ■. was specified in 
the verdict which sent Ray to prison for 99 
years. 

The petition is in the court of Judge 
William H. Williams and is set for a hear- 
ing March 1 . 

Before his death from a heart attack, 
Battle predicted Ray would be back in 
court many tunes in efforts to get a new 
trial. 

"We have not heard the last of James 
Earl Ray he told a reporter "He is a pret- 
ty good jailhotise lawyer and I expect Le 
will br tiling writs from now to dooms- 
day." 


claim for a new trial, and in a hearing 
before U.S. Dist. Judge Robert M. McRae Jr. 
basically attacked his first defense law- 
yers. claiming they pressured him into 
pleading guilty so they could collect royal- 
ties on a book. 

McRae turned down the request for a 
new trial. 

Galbreath, a former Court of Criminal 
Appeals judge, announced in October that 
he would join Lane as the latest in a line of 
attorneys who have represented Ray and 
would join in efforts to gain Ray a new 
trial. 


Also, three former King associates ex- 
' pressed doubt that Ray killed King. They 
are Rev. Ralph David Abernathy, wliosuc- 
ceeded King as head of the Southern Chris- 
tian Leadership Conference, Rev. James 
Lawson and Rev. Jesse Jackson. 

The latest request for a new trial was 
filed yesterday. Leland M. McNabb, an as- 
sistant attorney general assigned to Wil- 
liams' court, said it might have been filed a 
week earlier. But the petition was mailed. 
When it arrived last week it lacked enough 
postage and was returned to Lane and Gal- 
breath for remaiiing, he said. 
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